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ScotRail set to increase fares in line with
inflation and freeze off-peak travel costs

Nick Drainey

ScotRail will keep its promise to re-
strict peak-time rail fare increases in
line with inflation, the company said
yesterday.

Whereas those travelling from
Scotland to England and Wales face a
41 per cent increase in regulated rail
fares from next year, ScotRail manag-
ers said that prices for travel within
Scotland would increase by the same
amount as inflation, going up by 3.1 per
cent in January.

ScotRail also confirmed that off-
peak fares north of the border would be
frozen at their present level next year.

Keith Brown, the Transport Minis-
ter, had announced the pricing plans at

the end of last year.
- A ScotRail spokeswoman said: “We
are pleased to have frozen fares for 40
per cent of journeys and limited others

to an inflation-only increase. This
means we continue to provide better
value for money for customers in Scot-
land, especially when fuel and energy
costs continue to rise steeply.

“We will also continue to invest. We
are committed to making rail journeys
more pleasant as well as delivering
high levels of punctuality.

“This s striking a chord with custom-
ers, with nine out of ten saying they are
satisfied with their rail journeys.”

Increasesin rail fares are determined
by the Retail Prices Index (RPI) meas-
ure of inflation.

While travellers in England and
Wales are facing fare increases of RPI
plus 1 per cent, ScotRail fares will in-
crease only by the level of RPI in 2014
and 2015, provided this remains below
3.5 per cent.

Off-peak fares will not be raised at
all, provided that inflation remains be-

low 3.5 per cent for the remainder of
the ScotRail franchise, which ends in
March 2015.

In England, there was widespread
condemnation of the Government and
the rail industry after it was confirmed
that the most expensive train fares on
the network were yet again to increase
by more than the rate of inflation.

Prices for regulated fares — covering
peak-time commuting season-ticket
holders— are to rise from January. Un-
regulated fares could increase by as
much as 9.1 per cent, according to esti-
mates.

The latest price rise will, according to
official figures, mean that fares and
season tickets on the busiest routes
into London, which account for a large
proportion of train usage, will be 58 per
cent higher than where they were in
2000. Fares are nearly 20 per cent
higher in real terms.

Heroine’s hanky goes on sale

Nick Drainey

A handkerchief that belonged to the
Jacobite heroine Flora MacDonald is
attracting worldwide interest before it
goes on sale at one of the largest collec-
tions of Bonnie Prince Charlie arte-
facts to come up for auction.
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Flora entered folklore after the escape

Flora MacDonald helped Charles
Edward Stuart, “Bonnie Prince Char-
lie”, to evade capture after the Battle of
Culloden in 1746.

The auctioneer Lyon and Turnbull
in Edinburgh, anticipates telephone
bids from around the world when the
lots are sold.

The handkerchief is expected to
fetch £400. Colin Fraser, of Lyon and
Turnbull, said: “The hanky is certainly
one of our more unusal items. But
having belonged to Flora MacDonald
there has been a lot of interest in it.

“Many people are very interested in
the period and consider it the most
romantic in Scotland’s history.”

The handkerchief is part of Lyon and

‘Turnbull’s Scottish silver and accesso-

ries sale in Edinburgh on Monday.
Other items for sale associated with
Bonnie Prince Charlie came from Moy
Hall — home of the Clan Mackintosh
chiefs — including a fragment of tartan
and a silver jacket button, previously
exhibited in 1931 and valued at £1,500.



